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From 19%6 to 1950 the Government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (IRV)
rebsined the appearsace of a popular democracy, governed by elected commithees.

‘These commitiees were composed of individuals who, without distinetion of

elass or party, were considered supporters of the revelution end enemies of
imperialism and colonialisa. A conspitubion was drafted by the National
Asgembly 1n 1946; however, it has never been put into effect.

Since 1951 the ackuml %crverxzmg power has rosided in the Central Committee
of the laoc Dong Pax't;‘yo Tne following policy statemernt has appeared in the
Purty pewspaper: "Our paity holds the power 1n order that a proletarian
ddetatorship may be 1nstelled in the near future.” The National Assembly,
at present composed of 90 percent old-time or recently comverted Communists,
is the officlal dlveeting orgem of the DRV Govermment.

e*"ies of committc,ee on all eehelonv

8. The Nationsl Assembly, which elects the Goverument Minlsters. -

‘ be The Interzone Administrative and Resistance Committees, currently

appointed by the Central Goverament rather than‘elected.

¢. On the Provincisl level there is a Provincial Pecople's Assembly,
waoge members sre elected by the populetlop. The number of rep-
regentatives to the Assembly allowed each district is based on
populetion figures. The People's Assembly in turn elects the
Administrative and Resistance Committee, composed of from five to
nine members. Two of these members are appointed by the Central
Goveroment. However, the Cenbtrasl Goverament has recently made
additional sppolntments to £fill all vacancies.|
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d. On the District level, there 18 no People's Agsembly. The local
Administretive and Resistence Committees are appointed by the Tuter-
zone Committee on. the regcmmendation of the Provincial Committee,

es On the Village level, an elected People's Aqsembly appoints the
Administrative and Reslstance Commititee members. The commitbee is
compused. of five to seven members, twodf whom are appointed by the
Provinelal Committee on the recommendation of the District Committee.

. i )
“The composition of the committees on all levels is characterized by the

glogen ™Army - People = Goveranment™. Representatives of the Central Govern=
ment, the Army end the population sitting on the commlttess tends to reduce
f1~ic+i on between the three policy-meking groups. All problems are resolved
during the weekly snd monthly criticism and auto~criticism meetings.

“In spite of wartime conditions, the DRV has made an effort to hold “elec-

tiops" FPer-the yerlous committee levels. Elections, having s demmeratle
appearance, but conducted by the pro-Communist Pecple's Assemblies would
of course ensure ‘the presence of Communlst Party representatives on all Com~
mittees without having to directly appoint them. Although impossible to hold

‘elections for the Natlonal Assembly, it was decilded to do so on all other
- levels, regerdless of the cost.

All DRV services aré subje(_t to control by two bodies: the service on the

, immediately superior 1evel and the local Administrative and Reslstance Com~

mittee. A provinclal Eermomic Service, for exsmple, is technieslly responsible
to the Toterzove Economle Service, while administratively controlled by the
Proviacial Administrative and Resistance Commitiee. Because or growing
administrative complivations as the result of war conditions, sometimes
dividing e locality into three or four sectlons, ‘the DRV has placed greater
emphasis on ‘horizontal rether than vertical tﬁU’ﬂ‘tﬁ.ﬁ‘Dlo Ks a result, the
Administrative apd Resistance Committees now have greater powers and act

as the Oentral Govexwment representa,tive in all technizal and administrative
matters.

‘The Cenbtral Gwermnem: Mivd gtries are actually only pls.nning bogrds for over-

all policy, while the Interzone Administrative end Resistadee Commitlees act
as the waal governing bodles in their respective arcas. Uniform policy

“throughout the DRV zoues Is essured, however, through Lao Dong Party rep-

resentatives sitting on ‘the Cummi t;teea who receive policy directives from the
local Iao Dong Party Commitiee. Lao Dong members also hold positions on all
militery and technical bodles. :

(entral Goverrment d}@zization

The followlng 1s the present compesition of the DRV Governments

President : Ho Chi Minh-

Vice President Pham 'Vaz% Dong
‘Minister of Defense ’ Vo Nguyén Glap
Minister of Fina_.ncfe Le Van Hien

Minister  Commerce and Industry Phan Anh

Minister of Justice Vu Dinh Hoe

" Minister of Public }Heai‘b'n Hoang Thuc Pri
Minigter in Chafge of the :
National Bank _ ‘ Nguyem Iuemg Bang
Minister of Tebor . Nguyen Van Teo
Minister of Foreign Affaire  Hoang Minh Giam
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The Central Government has become extremely mobile. The Miﬁistfies and
Departments frequently change tiltles, location and responsibilities according
to the exigencies of the situastion. The following are two examples of such

changes:

8

t

The Ministry of Economy, under Phan Anh, is now called the Ministry of
Commerce and Economy. Tts mxtivitles have been restricted to planning
the development of ‘commerce snd handicraft in DRV villages.

The Credit and Production Department and Tressury were formerly part of
the Minietry of Finsnce. Early in 1951, however, they were merged to
form the Department of Money and Credilt. Recently they became part of
the Wational Bank., The Tressury's enly current funection, as a section

‘of the Nationsl Bank, is accounting for Government expenditures and

receipté. The Ministry of Finance has become & financial planning
board responsible for drawing up the annual budget.

Comment. The Lao Dong Party wes formed in Janusry 1951.
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